William Ira Noel

William Ira Noel was born on
Septem ber 24, 1845. He enlisted at
the age of 15. He was entolled by
Williasn Bowers at Fort Atkinson,
Wisconsin, He joined s Tegi ment,
the First Wisconsin Calvery, Company
- E, at Cleveland, Tennessec. He was
o Sherman's March to the Sea and
left on the March to Atlanta about
the last Qf April 1864, William
Nocl was taken prisom:r o A
skirmish line near Dalton, G‘eozqm
on May 10, 1864. He was taken to



Atlanta, Gwyiu, Then, on the 12th
of May he was taken to Ander-
sonville prison.He was in this
}Jrism all summer. In JIn ly, one
maw died every zo minutes. Noel
was one of the first to drink out
af Providence i%. This 5]97‘1'1%
bubbled forth cfter a feavy rain
and, was called by that name
becanse it seemed to come in
answer to the great cry and prayers
for pure water. This spriry is
still bubb[/i% away. When Noel
entered the pr‘ifan there were
35,000 prisoners. Noel is the only



one Liviry of his company today.
William Nocl was taken, in the
late fa/Ll of 1364, to the prison
at Elorence,S.C. This prison was
a stockade much like Anderson—
- ville. About 15,000 men had rno
wverincq to protect them from the
cold, damp winter. food was
corw meal once a day. William
Noel was here until the close
of the war.
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