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——PREFACE—— 

 The LORD said to Abraham ..., “Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north 

and south, east and west.  All the land hat you see I will give to you and your offspring forever.  

I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then 

your offspring could be counted.  Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am 

giving it to you. 

 So Abraham moved his tents and went to live near the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, 

where he built an altar to the LORD. 

[Genesis 13:14–18 (NIV)] 

 

 And He brought Abraham outside and said, “Look toward the heavens, and number the 

stars, if you are able to number them.”  Then the Lord said to him, “So shall your descendants 

be.” 

[Genesis 15:5–6 (RSV)] 

 

 God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarah your wife, I will bless her and will surely give 

you a son by her.  I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of people will 

come from her. 
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 Abraham fell face down; he laughed and said to himself, “Will a son be born to a man a 

hundred years old?  Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?” 

 Then God said, “Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him 

Isaac.” 

[Genesis 17:15–17 (NIV)] 

 

 Sarah lived to be a hundred and twenty-seven years old.  She died at Kiriath Arba (that is, 

Hebron) ... Then Abraham rose from beside his dead wife and spoke to the Hittites.  He said, 

“I am an alien and a stranger among you.  Sell me some property for a burial site here so I can 

bury my dead.” 

 So Ephron’s field in Machpelah near Mamre—both the field and the cave in it, and all 

the trees within the borders of the field—was deeded to Abraham as his property.  Afterward 

Abraham buried his wife Sarah in the cave in the field of Machpelah near Mamre (which is 

Hebron) in the land Canaan. 

[Genesis 23:1-4, 17–19 (NIV)] 

 

 Altogether, Abraham lived a hundred and seventy-five years.  Then Abraham breathed 

his last breath and died at a good age, an old man and full of years; and he was gathered to his 

people.  His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah near Mamre, in the 
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field of Ephron son of Zohar the Hittite, the field Abraham had bought from the Hittites.  There 

Abraham was buried with his wife Sarah. 

[Genesis 25:7–11 (NIV)] 

 

 Then Jacob gave his sons these instructions:  “I am about to be gathered to my people.  

Bury me with my fathers in the cave of Ephron the Hittite, the cave in the field of Machpelah, 

near Mamre ... There Abraham and his wife Sarah were buried, there Isaac and his wife Rebekah 

were buried, and there I buried Leah ...” 

[Genesis 35:28–29 (NIV)] 


